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Dear Students and Teachers in Himi City Claudia Gonzalez Cindy

This experience has truly been life changing. It has been a
pleasure teaching students at Nishinomori, Junicho, and Hokubu.
As well as working with great teachers and staff, your hard work
is truly admirable. Thank you for your kindness and patience
working with me and my limited Japanese language skills. My
favorite memories are how gradually students' English are
improving. While they may not notice it, I definitely can. A »
Especially, when students work up the courage and use it outside

the classroom. For instance, when I run into them at a festival or at the store, and they have
the courage to speak to me. Their parents are very proud of them, and it makes me really
happy. I hope students continue to develop their English skills to express how wonderful Himi
city can be. Most importantly, I want to express that I will cherish the wonderful people of
Himi. Especially those I became friends with in Japanese class, Kyudo, Koto, English
Conversational Class, small business owners in Himi, and Himi Education Center. Thank you,
I will not forget you. I hope to come back in the near future.
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| My Wonderful Life in Himi |

My two years in Himi have been a life changing experience for me. I
met many amazing new friends, became involved in the community,
and tried many new things. I started learning kyudo under the
guidance of wise and experienced teachers. I had the opportunity to
volunteer at English lessons and got to meet many residents. I saw
many beautiful areas around Himi, such as the Big Camellia of Oiya,
Amaharashi Coast, and Asahiyama Park. I greatly enjoyed teaching
the students of Himi, and I hope that they will grow into role models
for future generations. I want them to appreciate the beauty of Himi D
and to show it to foreign visitors, because this city is truly a wonderful place. I will treasure
my memories of Himi for the rest of my life. Thank you, Himi, and I will try to visit as often as
I can.

To Hokubu Junior High School, I greatly enjoyed teaching at the school. I was greatly impressed
by the discipline of the students, and the school atmosphere was very welcoming. Thank you to the
teachers for introducing me to various activities around Himi, and for creating a wonderful
atmosphere. Thank you to the students, for always being friendly to me every day, I will never
forget your faces.

To Junicho Elementary School, thank you for being so fun and engaging. The elementary school
students were some of the nicest children I've ever met, and I truly felt like I belonged to the
community. To the teachers, thank you for creating fun and engaging activities for the students,
and for promoting international exchange.

Finally, to Nishinomori Academy, I will truly miss my time at the school. I was able to meet so
many different teachers and students. I feel that I was able to make strong bonds with the students
and teachers, and I hope I will be able to see the students grow into responsible adults. I will cherish
the memories I made at Nishinomori forever.

Kenley Brust Jordan

Bittersweet goodbyes Alexia Diamond Nicole

To my three schools: Kaiho, Nadaura and Konan the time feels like it  pw sy
quickly passed. I am very sad to head home to America but I am happy
to know I've met amazing people while working in Himi. I didn’t switch
schools during the time I lived here, so I consider myself lucky that I
was able to see the students I started off with grow, mature and move
on. Kaiho, Nadaura and Konan will always have a special place in my
heart, and I will always cherish the memories I made with the teachers
and students. Although, I was an English teacher, contracted to teach
English for pay, everyone was so kind to teach me Japanese and Japan
culture in return for free and I am eternally grateful for everyone’s
patience and understanding. This is the part of cultural exchange that ™
I really love.

Coming to Japan a second time is an experience I will never forget. Himi city has offered me
Japanese lessons, Kyudo lessons and Taiko lessons. I am so happy and proud that I was able
to take part in Japan’s culture to such a degree. Thank you to the Himi Educational Center
staff and from the bottom of my heart, thank you to Yakida Sensei! I will miss Himi, the
students, the teachers and the staff who made my Himi shi, Toyama Ken, Japan experience
the best it could have possibly been. Now it is time for me to take what you all have taught me,
and move on.

BEEARERE REFOTZFENEYUPRTRVUET,

2525 = O 4 Wby —OHEREEEOERL T,
X OREIE. TREOBANTERETT,
£ 5 = EE . 37

OBEEOERTU. BEOZV SEES. =S aE =

W E - ERERIBREEAND< BEHE it
OBBT 8= H322.5335 THA= e PR
OFEbDITNENEBRT 2EFNHD — UL 25 [ANEE £ BE=EE
ORI NEBBEZUNIIEY 2H= N 2 MEXT
OBZES<UNEDS LHEE 2  SqJ7ER

(LB | B DT BTHDEDOD YR
OFEr SE5R BENEDZFEhELH GHEE 2 NEX

_4_




